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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a package 
having a plurality of sheet products stacked therein, 
which has an opening of a small opening area, from 
which the sheet products can be picked up easily. 
[0002] Fig. 2(A) is a perspective view showing a con- 
ventional handy package from which stacked sheet 
products such as wet tissue papers can be picked up 
one after another. The main body of the conventional 
package is composed of an envelope 1 formed from, for 
example, a piece of laminated film, and the envelope 1 
houses the stacked wet tissue papers therein. 
[0003] Fig. 2(B) is a plan view showing the package 
in Fig. 2(A), with a lid 3 removed. Anopening 2 is formed 
on the surface of the envelope 1, and an edge portion 
Sa of the uppermost one of the wet tissue papers ap- 
pears therein. By pinching and pulling the edge portion 
Sa with two fingers through the opening 2, the wet tissue 
papers housed in the envelope 1 are picked up one after 
another. The opening 2 is formed in an oval or elliptic 
shape, with the major axis (I) parallel to the edge portion 
Sa and with the minor axis (II) perpendicular to the edge 
portion Sa. In such a handy package, it should be noted 
that the opening area of the opening 2 is required to be 
as small as possible, for preventing the wet tissue paper 
from drying in use. In the package shown in Figs. 2(A) 
and 2(B), because the dimensions of the opening 2 are 
much, larger in the direction parallel to the edge portion 
Sa than in the direction perpendicular to the edge por- 
tion Sa, it enables picking the wet tissue papers without 
providing an excessive resistance between the wet tis- 
sue papers and the edge of the opening 2. The opening 
2 is usually closed with the lid 3 for preventing the wet 
tissue paper from drying, and opened by pulling a tab 
portion of the lid 3 only in use. The lid 3 has an adhesive 
layer such as of pressure adhesive on the side opposite 
to the envelope 1, and the adhesive layer enables the 
lid 3 to removing from and attaching to the periphery of 
the opening 2 repeatedly. In such a handy package, it 
should be also noted that the lid 3 is provided to be 
pulled in the lengthwise direction of the envelope 1 as 
shown in Figs. 2(A), because the overall size of the en- 
velope 1 is so small. 

[0004] However, the opening 2 in the conventional 
handy package shown in Figs. 2(A) and 2(B) has such 
a problem that because the dimension of the opening 2 
in the direction perpendicular to the edge portbn Sa (i. 
e. the minor axis (ii)) is too small, it is difficult to separate 
two fingers from each other sufficiently within the open- 
ing 2, whereby the edge portion Sa is difficult to pinch 
with two fingers. 

[0005] Further, because the opening 2 elongates 
much in the lengthwise direction of the envelope 1, the 
lid 3 also elongates much in the same direction. There- 
fore, the lid 3 has to be pulled a relatively long distance 
to open the opening 2, and there is a possibility that the 
opening 2 is not sealed completed, because the lid 3 or 



the envelope 1 is wrinkled when the lid 3 is attached to 
the periphery of the opening 2. 
[0006] US-A-3819043 discloses a package having a 
plurality of sheet products stacked to each other therein, 

5 the package comprising an envelope for housing the 
stacked sheet products and having a lengthwise dimen- 
sion and a widthwise dimension, the widthwise dimen- 
sion being shorter than the lengthwise dimension, the 
envelope having an opening in which an edge portion 

10 of the uppermost one of the stacked sheet products ex- 
tending in the lengthwise direction appears and through 
which it is pinched by fingers in use, wherein the dimen- 
sions of the opening are larger in the widthwise direction 
than in the lengthwise direction; the package further 

15 comprising a lid attached to the envelope adjacent the 
opening for opening and closing it, the lid having a base 
portion and a cover portion. The base portion of the lid 
is attached to the package alongside a side of the open- 
ing extending in the lengthwise direction. The lid is flex- 

20 ible so that it automatically returns to the closed position. 
[0007] Document US-A-4 420 080, on which the pre- 
amble of claim 1 is based, discloses a resealable dis- 
penser-container with a transversal opening covered by 
an adhesive lid. 

25 [0008] The present invention is to solve the conven- 
tional problems as mentioned above, and an object of 
the present invention is to provide a package having a 
plurality of sheet products stacked therein, which has 
an opening of a small opening area, from which the 

30 sheet products can be picked up easily. 

[0009] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a package having a plurality of sheet products 
stacked therein, which is provided with a lid which can 
open an opening easily and can close the opening se- 

35 curely. 

[0010] The present invention is to provide a package 
having a plurality of sheet products stacked to each oth- 
er therein, the package comprising an envelope for 
housing the stacked sheet products and having a 

40 lengthwise dimension and a widthwise dimension, the 
widthwise dimension being shorter than the lengthwise 
dimension, the envelope having an opening in which an 
edge portion of the uppermost one of the stacked sheet 
products extending in the lengthwise direction appears 

45 and through which it is pinched by fingers in use, herein 
the dimensions of the opening are larger in the width- 
wise direction than in the lengthwise direction; the pack- 
age further comprising a lid attached to the envelope 
adjacent the opening for opening and closing it, the lid 

so having a base portion and a cover portion; characterised 
in that the lid has an adhesive layer thereon enabling 
the lid to be removed from and attached to the surface 
of the envelope repeatedly and in that the base portion 
of the lid is attached to the envelope alongside a side of 

55 the opening extending in the widthwise direction. In the 
above construction, it is preferred that the sheet prod- 
ucts are wet tissue papers and the envelope is provided 
with a lid for the opening. 
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[001 1 ] Further, the opening is preferably formed in an 
oval or elliptic shape. The dimensions of the opening 
are preferably 4G±3mm and 30±3mm. 
[0012] Moreover, it is preferred that the envelope is 
formed from a laminated film of a polyethylene tereph- 5 
thalate film, an aluminum and a sealant film, and the lid 
is formed from a biaxially oriented polypropylene film. 
[0013] Embodiments of the invention are described 
below with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 10 

Fig. 1(A) is a perspective view showing an embod- 
iment of a package according to the present inven- 
tion, Fig. 1(B) is a plan view of the package shown 
in Fig. 1(A) and Fig. 1(C) is a cross-sectional view 15 
of the package taken along the line C-C shown in 
Fig. 1(B); and 

Fig. 2(A) is a perspective view showing a conven- 
tional package, Fig. 2(B) is a plan view of the pack- 
age shown in Fig. 2(A). 

[0014] The invention is described in more detail with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 
[0015] As used herein, "comprises" and all its gram- 
matical forms specifies the presence of stated features, 
integers, steps or components, but does not preclude 
the presence or addition of one or more other features, 
integers, steps, components or groups thereof. 
[0016] Fig. 1(A) is a perspective view showing an em- 
bodiment of a package according to the present inven- 
tion, Fig. 1(B) is a plan view of the package shown in 
Fig. 1(A) with a lid removed, and Fig. 1(C) is a cross- 
sectional view of the package with the lid removed, tak- 
en along the line C-C shown in Fig. 1(B). 
[0017] A package 10 shown in Figs. 1(A) to 1(C) is 
made handy, for example, to have the dimensions of 
15cm, 8cm and 3cm, in length (Y direction), width (X 
direction) and height (Z direction), respectively. The 
package 10 comprises an envelope 11, a plurality of 
sheet products (e.g., wet tissue papers S impregnated 
with water or chemicals) and a lid 13. The envelope 11 
is formed from a piece of film such that the wet tissue 
papers S are enveloped by folding the film and then 
sealed therein by forming a lengthwise seal portion 11b 
and widthwise seal portions 11a. The envelope 11 has 
an opening 12 for pinching and pulling the wet tissue 
papers S one after another with two fingers. The lid 13 
is for closing or opening the opening 12 in use. 
[001 8] The film forming the envelope 1 1 is preferably 
a laminated film, which is formed by laminating a PET 
(polyethylene terephthalate) film, an aluminum foil and 
a sealant film such as biaxially oriented polypropylene 
film having a heat-sealing property, in order from outside 
to inside of the envelope 11, and then joining them to 
one another. Alternatively, the laminated film may be 
formed by laminating and joining a sealant film having 
a heat-sealing property inside of a PET film deposited 
with aluminum, silica or alumina thereon. With the seal- 



ant film facing inside of the envelope 11 (i.e., facing the 
wet tissue papers S), as described above, the length- 
wise seal portion 11b and the widthwise seal portions 
11a can be formed by heat-sealing (i.e., by heating the 
sealant film under pressure). On the surfaces of the en- 
velope 11, for example, figures, symbols, letters such 
as trade name and operating instruction, etc., are print- 
ed. 

[001 9] Fig. 1 (C) schematically shows a stacked state 
of the wet tissue papers S in the envelope 11, by using 
three pieces of wet tissue papers S1, S2 and S3. The 
number of the wet tissue papers S to be housed in the 
envelope 11 is optional. Generally, in such a handy 
package, the number of wet tissue papers to be housed 
is about 30 to 40 pieces. The wet tissue papers S1, S2 
and S3 are folded respectively, and then stacked to one 
another such that edge portions Sa1, Sa2 and Sa3, 
which linearly extending in the lengthwise direction (Y 
direction) of the envelope 1 1 , conform to the substantial 
center of the opening 12 as shown in Fig. 1(C). 
[0020] The lid 13 shown in Fig. 1(A) has a tab portion 
13a at one end thereof in the lengthwise direction (Y di- 
rection) of the envelope 11 and a base portion 13b at 
the other end thereof in the lengthwise direction (Y di- 
rection) of the envelope 11 . The main body of the lid 13 
is formed from a biaxially oriented polypropylene film. 
The lid 13 has an adhesive layer, such as of pressure 
sensitive adhesive, provided on the entire surface op- 
posite to the envelope 11 , except for the tab portion 13a. 
The pressure sensitive adhesive mainly contains an 
acrylic type adhesive, a polyvinyl chloride composition 
containing plasticizer, or a graftmer such as graft copol- 
ymer formed by graft polymerizing ethylene-vinyl ace- 
tate copolymer and vinyl chloride monomer. With such 
pressure sensitive adhesive, the lid 13 can be removed 
from and attached to the surface of the envelope 1 1 re- 
peatedly. When the wet tissue papers S are picked up 
from the opening 12 in use, the lid 13 is removed from 
the periphery of the opening 12 by pulling the tab por- 
tions 13a, except that the base portion 13b remains still 
as shown in Fig. 1(A). Then, after picking up the wet 
tissue papers S, the lid 13 is attached to the periphery 
of the opening 12 to close the opening 12. 
[0021] Incidentally, the film to form the envelope 1 1 is 
formed with notches or perforations arranged in the out- 
line of the opening 12 in advance of forming the enve- 
lope 11. In the production process of the package 10, 
the lid 1 3 is attached to the surface of the envelope 1 1 
with the above-described adhesive layer, so as to cover 
the notches or perforations. When the package 10 is 
used for the first time, the lid 13 is pulled up while im- 
parting the adhesive power to a portion 1 1c which is sur- 
rounded by the notches or perforations. Thus, the por- 
tion 11c is separated from the envelope 11 along the 
notches or perforations to open the opening 12 in the 
envelope 11. Thereafter, the portion 11c remains at- 
tached to the surface of the lid 1 3 as shown in Fig. 1 (A). 
Because the envelope 1 1 is sealed almost completely 
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until the opening 12 is opened by pulling up the Hd 13 
for the first time, the wet tissue papers S impregnated 
with water or chemicals can be prevented from drying. 
Also, because the aluminum foil in the laminated film is 
impermeable to water and oxygen and has an excellent 
air tightness, it also contributes to the prevention of the 
drying of the wet tissue papers S. 
[0022] The wet tissue papers S are picked up one by 
one from the opening 12. As shown in Fig. 1(B), the up- 
permost wet tissue paper S1 is exposed from the open- 
ing 1 2, with the edge portion Sa1 conforming to the sub- 
stantial center of the opening 12. The wet tissue paper 
S1 is picked up by pinching and pulling the edge portion 
Sa1 with two fingers (e.g. thumb and forefinger) through 
the opening 12. In this embodiment, in order to make 
the opening 12 as small as possible for preventing the 
wet tissue papers S from drying, the opening 12 is 
formed in an oval or elliptic shape, with its major axis (I) 
perpendicular to the edge portion Sa1 and with the mi- 
nor axis (II) parallel to (identical to) the edge portion Sa1 . 
That is, the dimensions of the opening 12 are larger in 
the direction perpendicular to the edge portion Sa1 than 
in the direction parallel to the edge portion Sa1 (i.e. larg- 
er in X direction than in Y direction). That is because the 
edge portion Sa1 is to be pinched with two fingers from 
the direction perpendicular to the edge portion Sa1. 
[0023] It is preferred that the major axis (I) of the open- 
ing 12 is 40±3mm. Within this range, two fingers, which 
are inserted into the opening 1 2, can be separated from 
each other sufficiently within the opening 1 2 in the width- 
wise direction of the package 1 0. However, if it is above 
the upper limit, the opening area of the opening 12 be- 
comes too large insignificantly, so that the water or 
chemicals contained in the wet tissue papers S is easily 
dried. 

[0024] It is preferred that the minor axis (II) of the 
opening 12 is 30±3mm. Within this range, the thumb can 
be inserted into the opening 12 allowing a margin. How- 
ever, if it is above the upper limit, the opening area of 
the opening 12 becomes too large insignificantly, so that 
the water or chemicals contained in the wet tissue pa- 
pers S is easily dried. 

[0025] It should be noted that the shape of the open- 
ing 12 is not limited to an oval or elliptic shape, it may 
be formed in any shape such as rectangular shape so 
long as the dimensions of the opening 12 are larger in 
the direction perpendicular to the edge portion Sa1 than 
in the direction parallel to the edge portion Sa1 . It is pre- 
ferred that the dimensions -length and width- of the 
opening 12 in a rectangular shape are respectively 
40±3mm and 3013 mm. 

[0026] The lid 1 3 is generally provided to the envelope 
11 such that the lid 13 is pulled along the lengthwise 
direction of the envelope 11, because the envelope 11 
does not have a sufficient dimension for the lid 1 3 in the 
widthwise direction. In the embodiment of the present 
invention, the minor axis (II) of the opening 12 extends 
along the lengthwise direction of the envelope 1 1 . Thus, 
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the dimension of the lid 13 in the lengthwise direction of 
the envelope 1 1 can be made smaller, as compared with 
the conventional package shown in Fig. 2(A). Providing 
the lid 13 in such way as mentioned-above, the opening 

5 12 can be easily opened by pulling the tab portion 13a 
of the lid 13 in the lengthwise direction of the envelope 
11a relatively short distance. Further, owing to the small 
dimension of the lid 13 in the lengthwise direction of the 
envelope 11, the envelope 11 or the lid 13 is prevented 

io from being wrinkled, when the opening 12 is closed with 
the lid 13. Thus, the opening 12 can be completely 
sealed with the lid 13 for preventing the wet tissue pa- 
pers S from drying. 

[0027] While in the foregoing specification the present 
is invention has been described in relation to the preferred 
embodiment and many details have been set forth for 
purpose of illustration, it should be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that the present invention is susceptible 
to additional embodiments, and that certain details de- 
20 scribed herein can be varied considerably without de- 
parting from the basic principles of the present inven- 
tion. 

[0028] For example, the opening 12 may be opened 
in the production process instead of opening the open- 
25 ing 1 2 by separating the portion 11c from the envelope 
11 by pulling the lid 13 in use. 

[0029] The envelope 1 1 may be formed from paper or 
may be molded of plastic material in a box shape. The 
material of the lid 1 3 can be changed in accordance with 

30 the material of the envelope 11 . 

[0030] The sheet products to be housed may be dry 
tissue papers instead of wet tissue papers. Even in the 
case where the sheet products are dry tissue papers, 
because the dimensions of the opening 12 are larger in 

35 the direction perpendicular to the edge portion Sa1 than 
in the direction parallel to the edge portion Sa1, the dry 
tissue papers are easily picked up one by one. Further, 
because the opening 12 is opened in a minimum area, 
dust or dirt is prevented from coming inside of the en- 

40 velope 11 through the opening 12. 



Claims 

45 1. A package (1 0) having a plurality of sheet products 
stacked to each other therein, the package compris- 
ing an envelope (11 ) for housing the stacked sheet 
products (5) and having a lengthwise dimension 
and a widthwise dimension, the widthwise dimen- 

so sion being shorter than the lengthwise dimension, 
the envelope having an opening (1 2) in which an 
edge portion (Sal) of the uppermost one of the 
stacked sheet products extending in the lengthwise 
direction (Y) appears and through which it is 

55 pinched by fingers in use, 

wherein the dimensions of the opening are 
larger in the widthwise direction (X) than in the 
lengthwise direction (Y); 
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the package further comprising a lid (13) at- 
tached to the envelope adjacent the opening for 
opening and closing it, the lid having a base portion 
(13b) and a cover portion; 

the lid having an adhesive layer thereon ena- 
bling the lid to be removed from and attached to the 
surface of the envelope repeatedly 
* characterised In that the base portion (13b) 
of the lid is attached to the envelope alongside a 
side of the opening (12) extending in the widthwise 
direction (X). 

2. The package of Claim 1 , wherein: 

the sheet products (5) are wet tissue paper. 

3. The package of any preceding claim, wherein: 

the opening (12) is formed in an oval or elliptic 
shape. 

4. The package of any preceding claim, wherein: 

the dimensions of the opening (12) are 
40±3mm and 30±3mm. 

5. The package of any preceding claim, wherein: 

the adhesive layer is of a pressure sensitive ad- 
hesive. 

6. The package of any preceding claim, wherein: 

the envelope (10) is formed from a laminated 
film of a polyethylene terephthalate film, an alu- 
minium foil and a sealant film, and the lid is 
formed from a biaxially oriented polypropylene 
film. 



Patentanspruche 

1 . Verpackung (10), die eine vlelheit darin aneinander 
gestapelter Blattprodukte aufweist, wobei die Ver- 
packung einen Umschlag (11) zum Unterbringen 
der gestapelten Blattprodukte (5) umfasst und eine 
Langsabmessung und eine Breitenabmessung auf- 
weist, wobei die Breitenabmessung kurzer als die 
Langsabmessung ist, wobei der Umschlag eine 6ff- 
nung (12) aufweist, in der ein Randteil (5a1) des 
obersten der gestapelten sich in der Langsrichtung 
(Y) erstreckenden Blattprodukte erscheint, und 
durch die es im Gebrauch zwischen den Fingern 
eingeklemmt wird, 

wobei die Dimensionen der Offnung in der 
Breite (X) groBer als in der Langsrichtung (Y) sind; 

die Verpackung weiter einen Deckel (13) um- 
fasst, der am Umschlag nahe der Offnung zum Off- 



nen und Sen lie Ben angebracht ist, wobei der Dek- 
kel ein Basisteil (13b) und ein Abdeckungsteil auf- 
weist; 

der Deckel eine Klebschicht aufweist, die es 
s ermoglicht den Deckel wiederholt von der Oberfla- 
che des Umschlags abzuziehen und wieder darauf 
anzukleben, dadurch gekennzelchnet, dass das 
Basisteil (13b) des Deckels am Umschlag entlang 
einer Seite der Offnung (12) angebracht ist, die sich 
10 in der Bereite (X) erstreckt 

2. Verpackung des Anspruchs 1 , wobei: 

die Blattprodukte (5) nasse Papiertucher sind. 

15 

3. Verpackung nach eines beliebigen vorhergehen- 
den Anspruchs, wobei: 

die Offnung (12) einer ovalen bzw. elliptischen 
20 Form ist. 

4. Verpackung eines beliebigen vorhergehenden An- 
spruchs, wobei: 

25 die Dimensionen der Offnung (12) 40±3 mm 

und 30±3 mm sind. 

5. Verpackung eines beliebigen vorhergehenden An- 
spruchs, wobei: 

30 

die Klebschicht aus einem Selbstkleber be- 
steht. 

6. Verpackung eines beliebigen vorhergehenden An- 
35 spruchs, wobei: 

der Umschlag (10) aus einer laminierten Folie 
einer Polyethylenterephthalatfolie, einer Alumi- 
niumfolie und einer Dichtstofffolie geformt ist, 
40 und der Deckel aus einer biaxial gereckten Po- 

lypropylen folie geformt ist. 



Revendications 

45 

1 . Emballage (10) comportant a Pinterieur une plurality 
de produits en feuilles empi!6s Tun sur Pautre, Pem- 
ballage comprenant une enveloppe (11 ) destinee a 
loger les produits en feuilles empiles (5) et presen- 

so tant une dimension dans le sens de la longueur et 
une dimension dans le sens de la largeur, la dimen- 
sion dans le sens de la largeur etant inferieure a la 
dimension dans le sens de la longueur, Penveloppe 
presentant une ouverture (12) dans laquelle une 

55 partie de bord (5a1 ) de celui des produits en feuilles 
empiles s'etendant dans le sens de la longueur (Y) 
qui est le plus eleve apparaTt et a t ravers laquelle 
les doigts peuvent le pincer en utilisation, 
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dans lequel tes dimensions de I'ouverture 
sont superieures dans le sens de la largeur (X) a 
celles dans le sens de la longueur (Y) ; 

I'emballage comprenant de plus une coiffe 
(13) fixee a I'enveloppe, adjacente a I'ouverture afin 
de la fermer et de I'ouvrir, la coiffe comportant une 
partie de base (13b) et une partie de couvercle ; 

la coiffe comportant sur elle une couche ad- 
hesive permettant de fixer la coiffe a la surface de 
I'enveloppe et de I'en lever de maniere repetee, 

caracterlse en ce que la partie de base (1 3b) 
de la coiffe est fixee a I'enveloppe le long d'un cote 
de I'ouverture (12) qui s'etend dans le sens de la 
largeur (X). 

2. Emballage selon la revendication 1, dans lequel : 

les produits en feuilles (5) sont du papier de 
soie humide. 

3. Emballage selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions precedentes, dans lequel : 

I'ouverture (12) est de forme ovale ou elliptique. 

4. Emballage selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions precedentes, dans lequel : 

les dimensions de I'ouverture (12) sont de 40 
±3 mm et de 30 ±3 mm. 30 

5. Emballage selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions precedentes, dans lequel : 

la couche adhesive est un adhesif sensible a la 35 
pression. 

6. Emballage selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions precedentes, dans lequel : 

40 

I'enveloppe (10) est formee d'un film lamine a 
partir d'un film de polyethylene terephtalate, 
d'un film d'aluminium et d'un film d'etancheite, 
et la coiffe est formee d'un film de polypropyle- 
ne bi-orient6. 45 
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